Calendar Math - Supporting Activities

The following activities support calendar Math.  They can be done in the morning during calendar time or later in the day as a review.

1. Days of the Week Song – Singing helps students learn and remember the days of the week.  One Days of the Week song is sung to the tune of ‘My Darling Clementine’.

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.  There are seven days, there are seven days, there are seven days in the week.

2. Seasons – Ask students what season it is.  It is helpful to have a picture of the four seasons on display in the classroom.  

3. Months of the Year Song – One song for teaching the months of the year is sung to the tune of the “One Little, Two Little, Three Little” song.

January, February, March and April, May, June, July and August, September, October, November, December, 12 months in the year!

4. Greater Than/Less Than Guessing Game – Tell the class, “I am thinking of a number greater than 0 and less than _____”.  The top of the range is the date, - for example 10, if it is October 10th .  (Alternatively, the teacher may choose to use the number of days at school as the top of the range.)  Ask students who raise their hands and narrow the range.  For instance, if you have chosen the number 8 and a student guesses 9, say “Greater than 1, less than 9”.  If they guess 2 say “Greater than 2, less than 9”, etc. until they guess the number that you chose in advance.  (This activity can be accompanied by moving two magnets on a hundred chart that is mounted on a magnetic board.  In the above example, the magnets, at the beginning of the game would be on 1 and 10.  The magnet on 10 would move to 9 on the first guess; the magnet on 1 would move to 2 on the second.  Using magnets on a 100 chart in this ways allows students to see the range narrowing.)  When students become good at this game, the teacher can let a student choose the number.  Number order (greater than and less than) is an important mathematical concept for Early Years students. 

5. Number Sentences – An activity that was recommended at a Trevor Calkins workshop involves using the date as the number of the day (for example using number 8 on October 8th) and, everyday, writing down number sentences that equal the number of the day.  For example, 7+1=8, 1+7=8, 10-2=8, 2x4=8, etc.  Students should think of as many number sentences as they can in eight minutes.  
6. Counting – Many teachers also have a chart beside the ones, tens, hundreds box with the number of days at school.  Each day, have a child come and write that days number on the chart.  Then have the children count in unison up to that number.

